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“A story both intimate and epic that paints a 

vivid picture of Midwestern farm life.” 
 

From the beginning of the twentieth century to 

World War II, farmwife May Lyford Davis kept a 

daily chronicle that today offers a window into a 

way of life that has all but disappeared.  May and 

her husband Elmo lived through two decades of 

prosperity, the Great Depression, and two world 

wars in their Midwestern farming community. Like 

many women of her time, Davis kept diaries that 

captured the everyday events of the family farm; 

she also maintained meticulous farming accounts.  

In doing so, she left an extraordinary record that 

reflects not only her own experiences but also the 

history of early twentieth-century American 

agriculture.   
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“Words from the Wisconsin boys manning 

the trenches.” 
 

In 1918 a flood of American troops arrived in 

Europe and turned the tide of World War I in favor 

of the Allies.  Dr. Carrie A. Meyer combed through 

three Green County, Wisconsin, newspapers to 

recover stories hidden in letters several Wisconsin 

boys wrote while they were caught up in these 

events half a world away.  From the terror of going 

“over the top” attacking an entrenched enemy, to 

pleasant afternoons enjoyed with French families 

miles away from the front, Meyer weaves a story 

representative and unique, touching and humorous, 

and reminds us that armies are made of individuals 

who seek to do their part and return to their 

families.  
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